national fencing team, were 
killed. 

On August 18. 1985. Posada 
escaped from Venezuela’s San 
Juan dc Los Morros prison, and 
fled to El Salvador. Rodriguez 
denied any direct Involvement In 
Posada’s prison escape, but said 
he helped arrange Posada’s ar- 
rival at El Salvador s llopango 
air force base, where he gave 
him a job. 

“I got a call from an old 
friend in Miami who has helped 
me financially, who wanted me 
to hide him.” Rodriguez said. "I 
felt I had no choice. The man 
who called was a very old and 
dear friend, and he has helped 
pay my expenses since I have 
been In Central America. I felt I 
could not turn him down.” 

Rodriguez refused to Identify 
the caller, but when pressed he 
acknowledged it was the same 
person who financed Posadas 
prison escape. 
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JBush ally harbored 
plane-bomb suspect 

WASHINGTON — (UP!) — A benefactor who he said financed Po- 
key figure in the Iran-contra scandal sada’s prison escape. He would not 
with close ties to Vice President identify the financier. . 

George Bush has acknowledged har- Senate investigators are pursuing 
boring a fugitive charged in the allegations that Posada's prison es- 
1976 bombing of a Cuban passenger cape was financed in part by Jorge 
plane in which 73 people died. Mas Canosa, with possible help from 

Felix Rodriguez, whose contacts White House aide Oliver North, 
with Bush initially drew the vice Mas, who heads the Cuban Ameri- 
president into the Iran-contra affair, can National Foundation, an anti- 
said in a series of recent interviews Castro lobby group, denied any role 
that he harbored the accused bomb- in the escape. ‘ , 

er, Luis Posada Carriles, shortly af- Rodriguez, a former CIA opera- 
ter his August 1985 escape from a tive, offered refuge to Posada while 
Venezuelan prison. managing a secret White House op- 

Offering the first details of his in- eration based in El Salvador to ferry 
volvement with Posada, Rodriguez Weapons to the Nicaraguan rebels, 
said he agreed to “hide" the fugitive . I 

at the request of a wealthy Miami * . Turn to IRAN-CONTRA / 15A ' 



Bush ally 
harbored 



tailing Itself Cixirdlnation of United 
Revolutionary Organizations. 

COKU has been implicated in a 
string of bombings and assassina- 
tions in the United States and Latin 
America, including the Sept. 21. 
1976, car bombing that killed Chil- 
ean exile leader Orlando Letelier in 
Washington. 









terrorist 
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The weapons airlift was directed by 
North during a U.S. ban on military 
aid to the contras. 

Despite Bush’s friendship with 
Rodriguez, White House officials ac- 
knowledged that Bush took no ac- 
tion after numerous media reports 
in late 1986 identified Posada as a 
logistics aide for Rodriguez in the 
weapons airlift. 

Bush was CIA director in 1976 
when the bombing occurred. He 
took a personal interest in it and a 
string of related anti-Castro bomb- 
ings that year, according to law-en- 
forcement officials. . 

Donald Gregg, Bush’s national se- 
curity adviser, said, "I don’t think 
the vice president knew that Posada 
was working with Felix | Rodriguez), 
so why would he 
call for an inves- 
tigation?" 

Bush declined 
to answer a se- 
ries of written 
questions about 
the affair sub- 
mitted to his 
press office last 
week. 




enped from Venezuela's San Juan dc 
, Los Morros pris- 
| on and fled to El 
Salvador. Rodri- 
guez denied any 
direct involve-* 
ment in Posada’s 
prison escape, 
but said lie 
helped arrange 
Posada’s arrival 
y at El Salvador’s 
„ , llopango air 

• Posadn force base, 

where he gave him a job. 

"I got a call from an old friend in 
Miami who has helped me financial- 
ly, who wanted me to hide him," Ro- 
driguez said. "I felt I had no choice. 
The man who called was a very old 
and dear friend, and he has helped 

• pay my expenses since I have been 
in Onlrnl America. I felt I could not 
turn him down." 




j Rodriguez refused to identify the 
; caller, but when pressed, ncknowl- 
i edged it was the same person who 
» financed Posada’s prison escape. 

* Rodriguez also refused to answer 
Questions about his benefactor 
posed by Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., 
last month during a Senate Foreign 
Relations terrorism subcommittee 
hearing. 






Kodrigucz prcsSdenWai 
spokesman Steven Hart said Bush 
responded to the questions by say- 
ing he "didn't recall the name and 
was totally unfamiliar with any such 
relationship" between Rodriguez 
and I’osada. 

Rodriguez, a strong supporter of 
the vice president, said he was nev- 
er asked about the fugitive by Bush 
or his aides. "If they had asked, 1 
would have told them." Rodriguez 

said, "but nobody asked." 

With assistance from Gregg. Ro- 
driguez was placed in El Salvador as 
a counterinsurgency adviser to the 
Salvador military in 1984. Less than 
a year later, North recruited him to 
manage the secret contra airlift fi- 
nanced in part with profits diverted 
from secret arms sales to Iran. 

Posada, a former CIA demolitions 
. expert, was imprisoned for nine 
i y. ears during a long, complicated tri- 
» ^ process stemming from charges 
1 of planning the Oct. 6. 1976. bomb- 
ing of a Cuban airplane in which 73 
-people, including the Cuban national 

fencing team, were killed. 

Federal officials in Miami said the 
bombing was carried out by a coali- 
(ion of militant anti-Castro groups 
calling itself Coordination of United 
Revolutionary Organizations. 

• COKU has been implicated in a 
string of bombings and assassina- 
tjons in the United States and Latin 



in interviews with United Press 
International, three Cuban exile 
lenders in Miami and two former 
members of Posada’s group alleged 
that Mas helped finance Posada’s 
escape. A federal law-enforcement 
official said he received reports al- 
leging Mas’ involvement, but de- 
clined to elaborate further. 

In testimony before Kerry’s sub- 
committee, Rodriguez refused to 
explain several of North’s notebook 
entries that reflected conversations 
about transferring $50,000 to Ro- 
driguez through Mas. 

One entry, dated Jan. 28. 1985 — 
nine months before Rodriguez said 
he began working with North — 
, Koc ! r iguez — expedite 
50K for I.R., ' with the name “Jorge 
™ s be,ow * Another note said: 
Mtg. w/ Felix Rodriguez — Call 
Jorge Mas.” Then on Feb. 4, North 
wrote, “Felix Rodriguez, still have 
n °L g0tten d ? ,Iars from Jorge Mas.” 
Mas, at his Miami office, denied 
any role in Posada’s prison escape, 
but said he has helped fund Rodri- 

gU A Z , S a I cl, ‘ vities in Antral America. 

Asked about accounts from Cuban 
exjJc leaders and a law-enforcement 
official that he provided bribe mon- 
ey for 1 osada’s escape, Mas said, “I 
have nothing to do with Luis Posada 
He is a friend, but I have not had 
anything to do with him in many 
years. J 

Mas said he fought alongside Po- 
sada and Rodriguez during the 1961 
w of Pigs invasioifbf Cuba. 
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